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Delicate Problems
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ﬁ ]p SHINGION. bBenlnd the scenes of the vxer.
. ./\ Nam war an agonizing attempt goes on to
i+ gwap prisoners of war with the Viet Cong. .

: The failure of all efforts thus far is forcing. o] g
¢ Feasoraisal-of the U.S. Government's role'in dealing
~..Jratic the problem of wartime prisoner exchanges, Is
: pnough being done? Are- the rig‘ht'_.
! nings being done? o
.| It is natural that in' a war,
{ public concern should. be directed "%
 brimarily at the mounting lists of . ¥
»‘Kead and wounded. The- fragic:
: plight of the prisoners, however,
- has recently been dramatized by .
 fhe apparent-collapse of a hoped-
~For swap of Augustus Hertz, Agency /.«
for International Development offi-
bial, for a Viet Cong.terrorist.
The secret efforts to free Hertz,  *
vho was seized by Viet Cong in a - MEANS 1
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‘Robert Kennedy; Chester Cooper, former White}

baveral private citizens. -
: The Hertz case focused attention on the fact}

o hat the U.S. has no apparatus for keeping track of

‘fith specific: responsibility for attempting to gain] ) :
¢fneir freedom; no system for providing informationf: -

[amilies; and no organized- method of comdmating H

bodies like the International Red Cross.

The Viet Nam prisoners are the current problem,
hut the way they are handled sets the pattern for:
possible future difficulties elsewhere, There are now
<} 12 U.S..military men’ missing and believed' to be
" Prisonerstof the Viet-Cong: Five U.8. civillans are
¢ Faptive, including - Hertz, : tliree missionaries, ‘and
 Pouglas Ra.msey, a Ioreign service official’ assigned:
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baigon suburb last February, have involved Sen}’

» House special assistant; Abba Schwartz, former ad-|p
hinistrator of the Bureau of Security and Consularfi- |
i kifairs, as well as the distraught Hertz family and ,;. .

{ne fate of prisoners; no one agency or.individualf |

rhnd guidance, or ‘possibly’ a little comfort, to theiry

“{ne efforts of the U.S. Government arid independent ) '
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i*f " Cooper, who left the White House staff last
. :.month, would like to see new eraphasis on U.S, ef-. |

1 :forts to free prisoners, He plans to send a report to .
'/'the State Dept. next week proposing a new inter- |
) 1\ agency prisoner coordinating committee.
¥ Such a committee was firss suggested by K
WA, ‘Burke Hertz, a Virginia lawyer and the prisoner'’s °
¢ brother. Hertz felt that a special body was needed to -

: stimulate the efforts of the Red Cross and.others W
| . and to coordinate the information and ideas of the

.. State Dept., the Central Intelligence Agency, and the -

Dept of Defens®;

Because of his chalrmanship of a subcommittee g
’ on refugees, Sen, Edward Kennedy has aiso become

interested in improving the techniques of attemptlng

prlsoner exchanges. Seii. Kennedy has 1ns1stently

Mpressured the State Dept, to’ pay more attention to .

“ both the question .of caring for refugees and or -
i N rescuing prisoners in foreign countries.

i Sen. Kennedy belleves the Red Cross is the best o
2 _agency to negotiate an exchange and has.had sev-,
« eral conferences with Red Cross officials on the sub- .
t ject. He has promised to dig deeper into the problem ,T
‘a8 hearing on Vietnamese refugees scheduled tor g
i.early May.

Offictals. realize bhab ‘negotiatloﬁo for \1
swaps are very sensitive and inust be cond\?gézgnf;
:Tclzggzt fAn tk;fy know that if the Viet Cong is in no J
% or exchanges, none ca
~Wwhat the:U.S. doei . n ne made, e matter
- Yet there is ample precedenb for exchai
. ¥therefore enough hope to warrant contmuedlgeefsfoi?: h
'During the Indochmese war, for example, the French .

rand Vietnamese were' able .to , excha.nge prisoners
despite their bitter hatred, L
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